II, iv] THE DEATH OF MAXIMINUS AND HIS RIVALS    Si
jealousies were rife. Pupienus stressed his peculiar merits by using
the name Maximus on a series of coins1, Balbinus repaid the
upstart with a haughty demeanour. The common task of defending
the empire against external foes might perhaps have brought about
a change, Pupienus was to have proceeded against the Persians,
who had again broken into Mesopotamia, and Balbinus against
the Goths, who had crossed the lower Danube, But the Prae-
torians had decided otherwise. During a festival they seized
Pupienus, who had in vain asked the mistrustful Balbinus to
intervene with the Germans, and then they captured Balbinus,
Both were brought amid ignominy and mockery into the Praetorian
camp, and there were murdered. Then at last the Germans showed
a desire to hurry to their assistance, but on receiving the news of
the two emperors' deaths they took no action. The rebels pro-
claimed the Caesar Gordianus as Augustus. By this proclamation
(July 9) the hopes of the Senate were, after ninety-nine days,
shattered by the self-will of the soldiers. Once more it could only
submit to the compulsion offeree, though its disappointment may
have been lessened by the fact that the young Augustus came from
one of the most distinguished senatorial families.
IV. GORDIAN III
Gordian III became Augustus at the age of thirteen2. This was
a grave reaction against the attempt to entrust the Empire to the
best citizen. Who conducted the business of State for the dependent
emperor? Whereas from the year 241 we can recognize in
the Praetorian Prefect Timesitheus the real controller of the
Empire we can draw no sure conclusion for the first few years.
Gordian's father must have died before 238, and even the influence
of his mother Maecia Faustina is mentioned only in highly suspect
passages of the Historia Augusta; the epigraphical and numis-
matic evidence which we should expect for an influential empress-
mother is entirely lacking. However, the efforts of members of
his mother's household to use the situation for their own advance-
ment may have given a handle for the malicious tradition of an
administration run by eunuchs and court-favourites in these early
years. The assured facts rather point to a continuance of senatorial
influence. Thus, for instance, L. Caesonius Lucillus Macer
Rufinianus, proconsul of Africa and later City-Prefect, and Merio-
philus, governor of Lower Moesia, were both previously members
1 See Volume of Plates v, 232, a, c.         2 For his portrait it. 186, c.
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